Domestic Violence affects an estimated 1 out of every 5 women in Michigan, and an estimated 4.8 million women nationally. This October 2017, Relief After Violent Encounter- Ionia/Montcalm, Inc. (RAVE-I/M, Inc.) would like to remember these and all survivors of domestic violence through many Domestic Violence Awareness Month activities planned throughout the community. 
Self Defense Seminar DVAM Kick Off:  From No Defense to Self Defense local Self Defense organization is hosting a self-defense seminar to kick off Domestic Violence Awareness Month. Registration is closed but the event is taking place on October 3rd. Contact Info: fromnodefensetoselfdefense@gmail.com. 
Harvesting Healthy Families:  Fall time family event with face and pumpkin painting, family photo booth, prizes, cider and doughnuts, raising awareness for Domestic Violence and healthy families.
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Purple Ribbon Campaign:  Wear a purple ribbon during the month of October to show support for Domestic Violence survivors. Ribbons can be obtained through local agencies throughout the community.
DVAM Toolkit: Please check out http://www.nrcdv.org/dvam/home for Domestic Violence Awareness tools and ideas. Stay tuned for DV tips, facts and ways to become involved on our website and social media outlets as well: www.raveim.org, Instagram & Facebook: @rave.im and Twitter: @rave_im1979.
Main Street Support: Local business showing support for Domestic Violence Awareness Month by displaying a purple ribbon flyer in their store-front.
Take a Stand and GO Purple Campaign: In support of Domestic Violence Awareness Month, RAVE is hosting its first annual “Take a Stand and GO Purple” Campaign. Throughout the entire month of October, we are asking local businesses, employees and staff to encourage their customers to donate a dollar to their local Domestic Violence Emergency Shelter that directly serves our community. In exchange for their donation, the customer will write his/her name or the name of a loved one on the I’m Taking a Stand Purple Paper Icon which then would be proudly displayed throughout your business. 
Clothesline Project: Local courthouses will have a display of t-shirts that survivors have decorated with their stories.
Sidewalk Chalk Activities: Local Schools and Organizations raise awareness for Domestic Violence by creating works of “Sidewalk Chalk Art”. To participate in this opportunity, please contact Claire Hopkins at claireh@raveim.org or 616-225-1995.
Local Making a Difference Day: Thank you so much to Independent Bank for selecting RAVE to complete their Making a Difference with RAVE this October 9th!
Stay tuned for more events and projects focusing on Domestic Violence Awareness. You can find this information on our website and social media outlets. If you would like to support RAVE and sponsor a fundraising activity or event, please contact Amanda Troyer at 616-527-3351 ext. 230 or amandat@raveim.org.

Relief After Violent Encounter-Ionia/Montcalm, Inc. is a non-profit agency that provides free and confidential services to victims of domestic and sexual violence. Please contact our crisis line at 1-800-720-SAFE (7233) for services or information on how you can support survivors in our area.
